
Willie Gregory is an Army Strong Veteran and the Region 10 Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs (WDVA) Veterans Outreach and Rehabilitation (VORP) coordinator. He covers the areas 
of Milwaukee and Waukesha, where the Veteran population is 5.1 percent and 6.5 percent of the 
total population, respectively.

Goes to work every day with one mission: Assist Veterans in need.
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As a transformational leader, Willie 
understands that it is imperative to 
maintain a transformative mindset 
to effectively impact the poverty 
levels of  8.9 percent and 5.5 percent 
(again respectively) of  the Veteran 
communities, to create on-ramps for 
Veterans that lead to independence, 
and to ultimately build partnerships 
that have positive impacts on the 
heads, hearts and minds of  his 
brothers and sisters in arms.

Over time, Gregory has discovered 
that, like most in society, Veterans 

enjoy communicating – virtually. He 
sees a pattern in that Veterans enjoy 
being a part of  a team. Sensing an 
opportunity, Gregory successfully 
created a virtual job club, which 
he emails each week. The emails 
consist of  resources, job leads, and 
housing opportunities that he has 
come across during outreach. What 
this does, outside of  the obvious, 
is that it keeps Veterans “in the 
know.” By staying in the know, 
they maintain an understanding of  
existing trends and can then apply 

their military training to improvise, 
adapt, and overcome.

Gregory also understands that 
he could not do what he does 
without solid, trustworthy, and 
action-oriented partnerships with 
other social service agencies. 
Organizations that “get it” when 
it comes to serving the Veteran 
community, colleagues that pride 
themselves on their ability to 
effectively serve those that served, 
and partners who are not afraid to 
take on the unknown because they 



know that they will not be left to stand alone.
Gregory believes that success cannot be achieved without 

the commitment of  the Veteran themselves, and he builds this 
commitment by finding something in common with the Veteran 
and getting them to believe in change. “As a people, we all 
do things based on what’s in it for us. When I can help them 
achieve their goals, they remain committed for the long haul. 
They are not afraid to fail because they know that failure is part 
of  the process,” said Gregory. 

Having experienced a lot of  the same things as those he 
serves, Gregory has embraced the idea that the best way to 
keep what you have is by giving it away.

If  you know of  a Veteran in need, you can reach Willie 
Gregory at 414-209-2064.

 
Veterans Outreach and Recovery Program
The Veterans Outreach and Recovery Program (VORP) 
connects Veterans to community services, provides case 
management and support, with a special focus on treatment 
and recovery.

VORP staff  work with community partners and 
professionals to provide assistance and connection to:

 Mental Health Services

 Substance Use Treatment

 Financial Assistance

 Housing and Utilities

 Claims and Benefits Assistance

 Employment and Education

 And many other services
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Individually, we 
may have periods 
of success that 
ebb and flow 
based on societal 
interactions. 
Together, we 
leverage resources 
that give us the 
ability to continue 
and provide 
services for the 
foreseeable future.


